The Skip Lange Award
(Formally Known as Vitz-Norris Challenge)
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Presented by:  The ADL Charitable Trust

WHAT:  A challenge for improvement to Crossroads of America Council’s Boy Scouting program

REQUIREMENTS:
· An increase in the number of Boy Scouts

· An increase in the number of Eagle Scouts

· An increase in the number of CAC Boy Scouts attending a long term summer camp

WHY THESE REQUIREMENTS:  Skip said, “It was Boy Scouting that Lord Baden Powell started, and in my opinion, by keeping a young person engaged in Scouting through his Boy Scout years we have the best opportunity of fulfilling our mission.”
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HUBERT VITZ & MAX NORRIS:  
In honor of two dedicated Scout leaders that had a tremendous impact on his life, Skip Lange originally named this challenge the “Vitz-Norris” Challenge.  Hubert Vitz was the Scoutmaster of Troop 60 in Indianapolis where Skip was a Scout.  As part of his duties, Hubert routinely spent much time at Camp Belzer.  He became so enamored of the Scouting movement that he became a Scout professional as well as the camp director for Belzer.  Hubert Vitz took his troop of Scouts, including Skip, on a high adventure trip to “Philturn,” the predecessor to the Philmont Scout Ranch.  It was this trip that instilled Skip’s love of the outdoors. Max Norris, a fellow member of Troop 60 with Skip Lange, was also actively involved with Scouting, both as a youth and as an adult.  A member of Firecrafter, Max served as Council President and as the National President of the Eagle Scout Association.  Upon Skip’s death in 2010 the award was renamed the Skip Lange Award to honor Skip Lange’s dedication and contributions to the Scout movement in central Indiana.

ABOUT SKIP & ADL CHARITABLE TRUST:  Skip was a long-time Scouter holding various leadership positions including District Chair, Council President and Area President.  His most memorable Scout volunteer work was as Scoutmaster of Troop 510.   Under Skip’s leadership the troop grew from five boys to one hundred.  As Scoutmaster, Skip had a simple recipe for success:  1) an outing every month, 2) a published calendar and 3) never, ever cancel.  He was awarded The Distinguished Eagle Scout Award in 1995, the highest honor the national council of the BSA can give to an Eagle.  The ADL Charitable Trust is challenging Crossroads of America Council to continue to grow our Boy Scout program.

THE SKIP LANGE  AWARD:  To encourage achievement of the three criteria of the Skip Lange Challenge the council has developed an incentive program open to all council units to be identified as the Skip Lange Award (formerly known as the Vitz-Norris Challenge).   Those who earn the award will receive a 5% discount on summer camp fees at any CAC camp, as recognition for their good program. Applications for the Skip Lange Award are available on the council website at www.crossroadsbsa.org, or at any of the council’s offices.
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