Dear Webelos parents, 

This year your son will be making a decision that will impact the balance of his Scouting career – which Boy Scout Troop he will join.  We are providing a guide to help you assist your son as he makes this decision.  It includes brief answers for many of the questions you may have for each Troop and suggests other questions you and your son might want to ask.  The choice of a Troop is a personal decision.  All members of a den need not join the same Troop.  Nor is there a designated Troop that your boy must join.  Troops welcome any new Scout that would like to join them.

As part of his Arrow of Light requirement as a Webelos, your son must visit at least one Troop and complete an application to join a Troop.  We recommend he visit several Troops, so he can see how different Troops do things.  When the initial round of your Den visits is over, if there are other Troops you would like to see, or if your son would like to re-visit a particular Troop, feel free to make the contact yourself by calling ahead.

Hopefully you and your son have already made the final decision on which troop to join.  If you have not made your final decision we suggest that schedule to attend a troop meeting in the next few weeks.  A useful resource for finding Boy Scout troops is to visit the following website  http://www.becomeascout.org and click on the compass for Scouts and/or parents.  The “Find a Scout Troop near you” tab will prompt you for information that will provide you with an interactive map and listing of troops near you.  You may also call any of the Boy Scout Service Centers for additional information on the Boy Scout program and to request assistance with locating a troop.
Boys stay in Scouting longer when they have more friends involved in the adventures of Scouting.  We  strongly encourage your son to invite a non-Scout or former Scout friend to join Boy Scouting.  Your son could earn a special recruiter recognition patch and fulfill requirement 10 for his First Class rank “Tell someone who is eligible to join Boy Scouts, or an inactive Boy Scout, about your troop's activities. Invite him to a troop outing, activity, service project or meeting. Tell him how to join, or encourage the inactive Boy Scout to become active”.
We hope you will maintain or initiate involvement with your son as he continues in Scouting.  It has been our experience that the most successful Scouts have parents who can make the time to be involved.  The values of Scouting can impact your son to the extent of your and his commitment to the program.  With this commitment, the values of the Scouting program can become for your son, as they have for many, a way of life rather than just a boyhood activity.

We hope this information gives you a starting point to help you assess the troops you visit.  If you have other questions, and would like a sounding board, please feel free to contact any of the Scout Service Centers or www.becomeascout.org
Good Luck!

Ed Sandifer
Ed Sandifer
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